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FAITH WARN LOOKS AT THREE ENTICING PIEDS-A-TERRE IN THE HEART OF SOME
OF FRANCE’'S MOST LIVELY TOWNS AND CITIES

i of L greal ap wapls of Franoe is

il cpo abonak the
genarabions have beatore

bright, airy house will




e

higgh cedlings and marbded foors. Onoe il
belonged to a rich fruit farmer, now
Francophiles Jackie and MNigel Kift have
converted it into three apartiments - one
{or their own wse and two for holiday lets,

“We were |looking bor an apariment to
list oul b help (und our trips © Franoe and
this house seemed the perfect solution
SOW wWe ':|1r~|1rl six manths & vear in Oe sur
Tét happily nanning summer lets and also
iy over Do meel tenants wihd ammve Lor
long winter lets. We like to be on sife
ourselves to meel and greed, lake cane ol
cleaning and offer the personal touch, =0
this arrangement suits us really well.®

Thair studio sleeps two and the two-
tseddroom, two-shower room apartmmemnt
acoommodates four. Each has its own
terrace with swesl-smelling plants and
rales angé feasonable, with the stndio just
2110 & wesak IR Aauwqust

“Char quesls are independent travelbers
wha like to absarb themselves in French
life, They aften manage to bsam mane of
the language because local people are so
friendly and not overwhelmed by tourisis
Visitors love the idea that they can spend a
marning on the beach, an allemoon in an
art gallery and an evening siroll ool (o eat
and drink on their doorstep. The next day
they can walk out inlo peach and apricotl
orchards or take a cheap bus ride to the
city of Perpignan. Another day they might
b up on Mount Canigou in the Pyrénées
You can even get o the Costa Brava in
less than two hours]”

KEEPING COOL IN SUNNY UZES

With its ireasure rove of medieval
architecturne, Lizés 15 fast establishing a
reputation as one of the most beauatiful
small towns in France, Namow stroets
lined with fine odd houses convenge on
the splendid and colowrful Place aux
Herbses, scene of a Saturday market
that's considered to be one of the best
in Provence,

Just paces away, in a quiet skde street of
tall IEth-century bulldings. is the
Madeleine apariment, French home ol
Diblin-based wine writer Mary Dowey, ©1
specialise in the wines of the Cotes du
Rhdmve and fall in love with Uzis on a
working wisit, AR first [ bouwght a Eittle
house there but my family was expamding,
50 we then acquired the apariment. | use ki

now six or seven Hmes a vear and the rest
af the time it's available for haliday lets, as
& the house, ®

With one double bedroom and a shower
o0 plus & guest suibe with a further
doublefwin bedroom and bathroom across
& charmming terrace, Madeleine s ideal o
two couples, Rates peak at €6500week in
high seazon, comparsd to local rates of
about €125 per night for a B&E

While the apartment has bean recently
rendvated, Mary strives to maintain a
homely feel — but ensures that it's strictly
uncluttersd. “Less s definifely more”, she
imEisks
well as guesis’ expectations.” Her fregquent
visils ensure that any glitches ane qusckly
lixed and she has a good rapport with a
lacal lady who meets the guests with keys
setibes them in and arranages clizaning

Ihal's important lor cleaning as

The urban setting offers many
dvantanes (o oldaymakers: aocess ko
the marke! and speciality food shops n

this sunmy Cation makes sell-catemnng

gasy. Them's also a wide choice of

gourmet and budoget restaurants, cafés
bars and wine shops Thiere' are also
vineyards, pretty villages, the
Madilerranean coast, walks in the
Denielles mounlains and U wild
expanses of the Languedos within
vasy reach.

And despite its southem location, Mary
reports that the heat is never oppressive,
even in high summer: *Uzis is slighthy
elevated with & nice breexze and the thick
walls af the old buildings keep apartments
ool IS a Deaniiul place 10 spend me
throughout the year” s

Mary's top tips
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TAKING THE 5EA AIR IN
5T VALERY

William the Congueror sed sail for England
froam St Valéry sur Somemee and the town is
skill a traditional fishing port at the mouth
of the Somme on France's north coast. As
you'd imadgine, 5t Vakiry s steeped in
history and there's a fine Sunday market
lor local smallidders and other sellers

Right on the waterside, Chual Penée, in a
period town houss, is 4 duplex apartmend
owned by Kate Field. “We looked at
saveral properties within an hoor's drive ol
Calais and chose 51 Valéry because it's by
the s=a, & charming ancient lown with
goodl amenities — imchading ve goll
courses within 30 minutes’ dnve — andd
once you arrve there, there's really no
misil fo get indo the car again unill you
relurn home. "

The Flelds bought the property nine
yisars ago a8 an investment and for
personal use when they lived in Londomn
When they moved o Devon and ooildn't
visil as odlen, they made 11 avaklable bor
holkday lets, appolnling an agent 1o hamdbe
all the marketing and onsite
arfangemens. " We leal that havindg
afpenis on kand is esseniial and
continued with Keni-based La Vie En
Rose, who werne manaqing the property
for the previous owners.”

The apartment has bwo fnple bedrooms
and two bathrooms, sleeping up o seven
people, a fully litted kKitchen and a
loundgesdiner. Many pennd leatures have
been refained in refurbishment, inchuding
large character windows with spectacular
views a0Toss 1he I‘hl'| and oyood R -
watching on the guay balow, Prices are
competitee, an just under 400 a8 wesk in
high season

Most cquests are groups of adults and

hooking dates ane flexible, in response io
thia becation's suitability for short breaks
The Tunme is nearby and irains rom

RiR Ermath Drssaietu Mawqd Fandmiary 000N

Calais statbon take just 15 minwbes. Luiring
peak tmes, availlability 5 by the weelk bt
olherwise bookings of one o S1X mghts are
actenled and many visitors ke to Doge
ACTosS ToF & mk-wesk sty

Cven in a tew days, quests can enjoy not
only the waterside urban setting, just
pices from shiops, restaurants, conoens,
festivals and exhibitions, bt also visit the
merarby bird sanctuary, beaches of the Cofe
d'Opale and 'World War 1] sibes, take a fun
sipam train to Le Croloy across the
marshes or a serois train o Eanadisney
nad il S8 Valéry's historse cenlre dossn’l
cater for all vour needs, Pars S just Dwo
hours’ away. B

AN these apartmends can be fouwnd o
www_frenchoeonneciiont.oo ok
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ra s mench of February and that can only mean ons
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S s e lor love! YValenline's day is upon us once
| mewe s
B e ESecton & country instead of (or preferably as well

1 Change this year, why not make the object

= 0 pesan S e bo fall in lowve with Franoe all oeer aoain

S = presauming that, if you're reading this v e
sy peetty sofl on our Lalle seichbour). Perhaps you've
Pkt s dreams of French property on hold this prasl year
S S L0 Penile youT passion. U you may be new to

S awessess property malchmaking game. Whatever your
Essten there's a Fronch property of you = from a cule
= Hage o a lalrytale chatean, a seaside apartment to

B SE chaet, or a oty pled-d-terre 1o a rural nen to renovate, |

L= - i Deelp You mesl your perniect property partner
o = adome i1 youur love for Prance, thatls for sure. Por
T Nowc” ear running, France has been voled the best

mEty = whch 0 live 1n I'nru-rn.-_.,-n-;._.,_,” [T inig ;| |‘|||||,|j|'. il
B e They report: “The French believe that every dav is
8 Pl 80 be slowly savoired - and lingering at e

e BEStee for threse Noairs in conversation sn't considened

sl Family, (rbends, and qood fosd ane all vitally
ey o e French = and so is having enowgh time to
spmmersste "M all.” Hear hear =
ot i mrobably all do with
piome T a bttle more slowhy
aemen. o you hind a propery you
i e wiith, act quibck!
e ok
L | LA

'."l.-ltl"S-r'rE‘lj E'h'l:"}' Femur Wl’lﬂ'ks\, Li ¥ig France is WOLIT
Essential guide 1o dwning French property and
living in France, with useful how-to guides. It is
available in newsagents and on subscription

Britains biggest-selling magazine about France
covers everything trom culture to holidays 1o
faod and wine, Published monthly, it is available
In ReAERRents and on subsorption

Faith i3 a Kend-barsd weiter ord bvoodcaster with g
iifelong love of France and it fescinated by the indide
stonies of lpliow Frovcophides. She is an edvnana?
ConTribuTs of Aewd. guides ond holiday idear to
wuwlrenchoonnechions oo ul, inokeding M new
Framee [oseers hing

Julia waorks oy the Py de Gdting (the adinvalend of
O eligfricr councll, helping to wikooime (e English-
reaking population fo e ared. Hidving wovked in
Lowwclon and Parfs. sie anrived in e Deur-Séves
fwer M years ago. 50 i kiowd il sbaut
integrahing inno rura Frencls e,

Jevirmy rans Fremch Senvioes, it prisbler-sobang ond
rlerpreting company, heliing peonke whose Fench
pengects Pumar hir aage. She o ofso o weiter off Frerch
Erdcihang il winch emobie peogds fo nderiiond
French culture through martery of the anguoge.
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