renlals snd poperty sales

Rental potential

Glynis Shaw advises a reader who is considering buying a house
in France to rent out as a holiday gite

I'm thanking of buying a property
wp ak a gie. H VI vy g
what | should be lookomge for a5 a buy

Toby Jenkins, Lincolnshire

Croming a gite or rental property m France

can be fun and FEo .|.|l.||||!_r ||||_'1|_-". certanmly

the potental for grabbing a good deal i the
Curtent property market — but |'-:-rl'|.|'-- that’s even
more reason to be clear and realistic in what vou s
hoping o do with your propern,

What you should be looking for i terms o
propeny depends firsly on your own expectations,
]’lLl:h and fenanoes, Do voa have the tame and
TesMITCes for a FENOVaLion |,1r|1_|\'- i OfF '\..l\.|,||,||\| L ]
prefer to buy something ready 10 use? Even the
lageer wall need turmshing and SqUIppIng 1o thie
highest possible standard and if vouw ope for
rencevation, you'll need o have adequate funding
avuilable, ot 1o mention the capabihity and bnguage
skills o undertake rlh_- |'||l:'\-_||_'q,! !|'\.|_'r|_' -] _|i_-|.|:'| the
Bmescale to consider, "l'.hlll_' FENOVELHOR & 1
Praggress,, v waon 't be |'.ir:l:|'||¢l '|'||1.|| OO, 20 |r.
¥ Kot you need an mcome streamy in Mlay and
the property bn't Ankthed until September, then vou
could be in rrouble.

Location, location: the old cliche sl holds good
Setting und style are lll'rt'l-:'-uﬂ:.' mmportant as people
must feel the desire to -.I_\-l_'l'u,! e Precusis I“'ilhlj:.‘
ume at your gite — but access s abko crucial. Self-
carering holiday-makers typically travel to France by
car s bibeally vou should look for a property that is
within resonsble striking ditance of an autsrois
|'.1:I|I.ILJ.'_ I:h.il:. firsd oun 1.l.'||c|||1_-r [a]al<l {FLY l'lq:.:n
earmarked for construction in the near future. Alsa,
make sure that VO Fessan || ~To'n L 0] “.|i_1.l.'_1:.
platsones and ARrPOETR T]I: ||_‘||_'..|| wifudlion '\..l.|_1|_||.,|
perhaps be a location within abour 40 minutes'
drive of an auterowle, 2 staton that links o 3 TGY
line and an airpon offering both bodget and
scheduled airline fighs!

Another consideraion is who vour market wall
be. Think about your own target preferences =
couples, Bamilies or groups — and estsblish whether a
potential property 18 suitable, Thas will depend on
the style of the saccommodation, the number of
bathroons a3 well a8 bedrooma, the size of the
kitchen and living arca and the extent of the outside

M Living France oCi08m

i AR AT 1T

space. Is there a pood or moom to imatall one? Is there

space for children o play and somewhere o store
equipment sch as bikes?

Check out, too, whether the appropriate type of
thangs to do and places o go are pailable locally,
Eating out, shopping, sighteeeing, local life, sports
and activities can all be very important to holiday-
mukers when they are choosing accommodation.
They will become part of the total holiday
EXpENEnce that o peed o market. Wil you et
only in summer of do Yoal want to attract winter
less? If the lacter, then find out what's svailable in the
area all year round, especislly o peak dmes such as
Christmas amd Mew Year,

In my opinion there are three particularly
imypnrtant facilitkes 1o condsder offering at your gite
in order to meet the current needs and wanes of
hanliday-makers. Firar 15 broadband internet access
Thi may not weem crucial o you but for some
guests it can be a deal breaker. Mot all aress of
France have broadband yet so its worth asking the
sales agent, owner or kocal computer shop

The second Gcility & acees to water, whether i
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for swimming i, stting beside, boating on or
cycling and walking by, Thas mighe be & swimming
pool in the garden. private or dhared, or 5 besch

but it could equally be a local ke or river with plan
-|I.I'-H'|. I'he French are often active and innovate in
CECAbIng ‘beaches’ to enhance the ETFOVITICN Ol
inland ancas of water.

é¢To be a 'hands-on’ owner,
you need to research events
and activities, so you can
really get the maximum out
of your area??

The third facilsty i bocal shiops, ideally wathin
walking or cycling dastance, but certainly within a
sherr drmve. |:I-l|:||.':. are m a village, how viable is
thesir tﬂllg—ﬂ'rln fusture? Is there a rhl:.l.l_:-r thar the
howlarmpenis I!l=|.:i|l l.1|'-.|p|.ﬂ.'ar" I'has really could mamer
as wisstors like to walk for therr fresh bread and
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croissants a5 part of the French rural experience. And
it yow are going to live on gte, then of coure the
boncail '.|:||'l|'ﬂ. will be of ierest 1o you, oo

This, finally, rames another question. Do you plan
o manage and et the property from & distance or
will you live alongside your guests? If the former,
then you will necd o make sure not only that the
gte 18 practical for this arFangement but abso that
thiere 1 a reliable local Pt ol contact for key
holding, servicing and respomding to emergencees. It
would be wise to establish apnons fior thas at the
timie of searching and buying

If you plan o be a ‘hands-on’ owner, then you
need 1o rescarch, discover and advise on local evens
and sctivities, so you can really get the maxamum
ok of an anca chat at first glance might secm
unpromising. Alo, consder what activities you
could onganise or courses you maght run, These
days, every gite noods i unique selling points! 9
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