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Faith Warn meets a couple who transformed a cluster of Breton buildings into a 
beautiful home with family-friendly accommodation

Le Faouet started life in the 19th-century 
as a typically Breton farming hamlet, 
located close to the village of La Chapelle-

Neuve in the Côtes-d’Armor department. Until 
the 1980s it functioned as four working family 
farms, but gradually all the families drifted 
away from the land – and that is where Brian 
and Eileen Welch came in.

Originally from the UK, the Welches had 
been living and working in Holland for many 
years and their holiday destination of choice 
was always Brittany. After 
some time, they decided on a 
complete lifestyle change and 
France seemed an obvious 
country to choose.

“We loved Brittany and 
usually took camping holidays. 
In around 1990 we started 
looking for a campsite to buy, 
but discovered that it was 
impossible to get a mortgage,” 
remembers Eileen. “It was my sister who 
suggested that we look for a property with 
gîtes. To be honest, I had to ask her to explain 
what these were! We liked her idea and 
reckoned we needed at least four gîtes to 
support us both, so we contacted estate agents 
in Côtes-d’Armor and told them we were 
looking for multiple buildings to renovate.

“We were shown Le Faouet at this time and, 
although we had to virtually machete our way 

in, it was love at first sight. The former 
working farms were set in four and a half 
acres of beautiful land and the buildings 
were derelict, but we felt ready to take on 
the job of restoring them.” 

The location was also good, in the 
northern part of Brittany about halfway 
between the airport at Brest and the ferry 
port of St-Malo, and just over 20 miles 
from the pink granite coast with its 
attractive bays.

Love and labour
As it turned out, relocating 
from Holland proved 
impossible at that time and it 
was a further five years before 
Brian and Eileen were in a 
position to make the move. 

“We had returned to Holland 
but we never forgot Le Faouet,” 
says Eileen. “When the time 

came that we were ready to follow our dream, 
we rang the agent again and to our surprise, 
Le Faouet was still for sale. So we went ahead 
and moved here at the end of March 1995.

“As we rounded the last corner to arrive at 
our new home, we were greeted by our first 
surprise. Half the roof of the main house had 
gone missing since our last visit and on 
opening the front door, we were met by floods 
of water. This was where we had planned to 

store all our worldly goods. As it was, you 
could hardly see the other buildings for 
brambles, and our friends who helped us move 
wanted to take us back to Holland! They 
thought we were quite mad to stay.”

At first, the Welches lived in their caravan 
with no phone and only temporary electricity 
and water. “We got stuck in and just worked 
one day at a time to renovate the buildings, get 
all the services installed and create a garden,” 
explains Eileen. “Before coming to France we 
had both experienced serious illness and now 
we so loved what we were doing that it was 
the perfect therapy.”

The couple also engaged immediately with 
the local community, from whom they 
received much disbelief but also generous 
help, not least from a neighbouring farmer 
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who spoke only the Breton dialect but had 
taken pity on them. “He arrived one day with 
his tractor, plough and a bottle of wine, and 
proceeded to pull out the tough thickets of 
brambles while regularly gulping from 
the bottle. Afterwards, he came 
into the caravan to finish one of 
our bottles of wine, then 
casually climbed onto the 
tractor and drove home.”

A unified whole
By July that same year, the 
Welches managed the great 
achievement of letting out 
their first gîte and the gardens 
were also taking shape. As time 
went on, they managed to 
renovate all the buildings and 
create both their own house, 
which has a kitchen diner, lounge and 
three bedrooms – and eight separate 
gîtes. These are all named after local 
animals such as mole, badger, fox, squirrel 
and otter and vary in size, sleeping either 
four, six, nine or 10 people.

Brian and Eileen loved sharing Le Faouet 
with their holidaymaker visitors and the 
community feel that that created during the 
day, largely due to the range of 
family facilities on offer. These 
include a swimming pool, 

Wendy house, swings, boules pitch, table 
tennis table and mountain bikes.

They also observed, however, that people 
did not seem to invite other guests into their 
gîtes in the evening when the sun was going 
down. So, instead of creating a ninth large 
gîte, they turned the last building into a 
communal space, used as a recreation room by 
day and as a bar in the evening. “This was the 
best move ever as it really worked to bring 

everyone together. We laid on events, such 
as curry evenings, which all ages enjoyed.”

Development of the garden continued 
and in one field a lake was established as 
an appealing feature, an attraction to 
wildlife and a fishing opportunity for 

guests. Another field was dedicated to 
providing a camp and caravan site, using 
the old farm buttery as a sanitation 
block and bringing Brian and Eileen’s 
own love of camping in Brittany full 

Facing page: The main house at Le Faouet 
This page clockwise from top left: The Badger and 
Hedgehog gîtes; the bar set up for curry night; one of  
the fields was dedicated to providing a camping and 
caravan site, with the old farm buttery used as a toilet 
block; Eileen and Brian spent a lot of time working in the 
garden to create an attractive outside space
Left: This plan shows the size of the site and the layout 
of the property, which includes a lake that was created in 
one of the fields as an attraction for wildlife and a fishing 
opportunity for guests
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circle. In the nearby forest there are cycling 
routes and horse bridleways, and Le Faouet is  
registered as accommodation for horses and 
riders, who enjoy coming to the area.  

New generation
The Welches have become fully established in 
Brittany and love the area and their life. “We 
are in the middle of the countryside and just 
half an hour from the coast. La Chapelle-Neuve 
is a lovely little village with friendly people 
and we have been fully accepted here. 

Many of the people who once lived in the 
farming community at Le Faouet are still in the 
village and they often visit, bringing their 
grandchildren to see where they themselves 
once lived. That continuity is really important 
to us and we feel proud to have brought 
everything back to life.

“Much as we love it here, we are both past 
retirement age now and it doesn’t get any 
easier keeping Le Faouet at the standard to 
which we have built it up. So we have decided 
to put the entire property on the market and 
would love for somebody new – perhaps a 
younger family – to take over the reins and put 
their stamp on it.”

Brian and Eileen are enthusiastic about the 
potential for the future. They have been 
offered grants to add extra holiday 
accommodation in the form of wooden chalets 
in one of the fields and have ascertained that a 
range of grants would be available for tourism 
development, with the opportunity to continue 
holiday lets and offer various activity holidays.

Grants for new business ventures are also 
available and another idea is for the individual 
properties to be sold off separately, either as 
holiday homes or for permanent residential 
use, with a cover charge for communal 
maintenance and gardening to ensure that the 
properties and grounds are well looked after 
all year. The cottages could even form the basis 
of a retirement village, with some staff on site, 
as retirement accommodation is a growing 
business sector in France. n

Faith Warn is joint MD of French Connections 
holiday rentals and property sales online 
Tel: 01580 819303
frenchconnections.co.uk
(Le Faouet is ID 159893)
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Eileen and Brian renovated all of the buildings at Le Faouet and created eight separate gîtes, all of which are named 
after local animals and can sleep either four, six, nine or 10 people. The gîtes are equipped with a lounge, dining 
room and kitchen area. The garden, which was an overgrown jungle when the couple first arrived, has now been 
transformed along with the buildings, and the lake has been added as a feature in one of the fields. The extensive 
grounds also include a number of family-friendly facilities such as a swimming pool and a Wendy house


